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The Coleridge Way walkers on 23 May 2008 outside the Cottage that Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834) occupied with wife Sara 
and son Hartley between 1797 and 1799 in Nether Stowey in the foothills of the Quantocks 
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We would like to thank everyone who went with us to Somerset in 
May for their very kind words and very generous contributions.  We 
are sure we will be talking about events on the Bank Holiday Monday 
for months to come.  For those who don’t know, we are going to 
Canada at the end of July for a once in a life time holiday, the trip 
culminating in a week long cruise from Vancouver to Alaska.  We 
have decided to spend your contributions on a day trip to Mendenall 
Glacier then on to whale watching and to see a sea lion rookery whilst 
on that cruise.  When we are there, we will think of all you nice 
people who made that possible for us. (Lynne is praying Dave does 
not get any ideas about taking the group on a walking holiday in 
Alaska!). 
 
We are now planning another weekend away next year for the group.  
We have had thoughts of staying at the Holiday Inn at Brighton and 
walking the Sussex Ouse Valley Way, this is a total of 42 miles, 
starting at Lower Beeding and finishing in Seaford. We are proposing 
doing this over a four day weekend at the end of August/beginning of 
September 2009.  Half day walks will be arranged for those who 
prefer them.  We have requested prices from Angela Holidays and are 
awaiting a response from them.  If anyone is interested in this, would 
you please let us know by the end of August this year.  When we 
know how many are interested, we will publish more details including 
the price, in the next newsletter. 
 
Dave and Lynne Shepherd.     
3 Shalcombe, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SO31 5GD 
02380 454919. shepherdd97@yahoo.com    
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A group booking has been made at The Mayflower Theatre to see 
BLOOD BROTHERS. 
 
This musical by Willy Russell has been hailed by critics as one of 
the best musicals of all time, scooping up four awards for best 
musical in London, seven Tony nominations on Broadway, and 
receiving a standing ovation at every performance. 
 “Devastating....a masterpiece. If you haven’t seen it, go. If you 
have, go again. (News of The World) 
“Most popular British Musical of all time” (New York Times 
readers) 
 
A guided tour of the theatre has also been arranged for the 
morning of the show 
 
More details and an application form are enclosed with this 
newsletter. Dave Jupp, Social Secretary 
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Some of you maybe aware that R A Head Office have been having 
some problems with updating their national membership list 
accurately, both renewal of existing members and insertion of new 
members. This is due to their taking on board a new computer 
system at the beginning of the year. 
 
Unfortunately it is affecting the monthly information that I receive 
from them which in turn has meant that some of you have received 
reminder letters from me regarding unpaid subscriptions when in 
fact they have been paid and also new members are not 
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receiving programmes and news letters promptly. 

	
The committee has decided that until Head Office produce more 
accurate lists I will not be sending out reminder letters. If you do not 
receive a programme when you think you should please let me know. 
Also if any existing member and particularly walk leaders are aware 
of any new members who may not be receiving information either 
contact me or give them my contact details. 
Many thanks for your understanding and help in this matter, and I 
hope that eventually all will be back to normal. 
Regards 
Gillian Porter, Membership Secretary (Tel: 02380 266704) 
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Dear Members, 
In April the General Council was held in Winchester, hosted by 
Hampshire Ramblers.  Lynne Shepherd and I helped on Reception, 
but also had an opportunity to listen to some of the debates. A new 
Five year Strategy "Fresh Air, Firm Ground" was launched, on which 
the membership will be consulted. The latest "Walk" magazine makes 
some reference to this; I hope you have the time to read it. 
  
The last three months have been busy for the Group.  Since March 
many have walked with Tracey and Richard on the Dorset Jubilee 
Trail. 
  
Over the Spring Bank Holiday fifty-three of us travelled to Nether 
Stowey in Somerset and had our picture taken outside the house 
where Coleridge lived over a hundred years ago. Lynne and Dave 
Shepherd were the leaders  
  
We stayed in Taunton at the Holiday Inn, where we could use the 
swimming pool, sauna and Jacuzzi.  This was very welcome to those 
walkers who were tired and wet after a long walk. 
Lynne also organised a quiz hour on the Saturday evening, which was 
well patronised.  Unfortunately the weather deteriorated over 
the weekend, obscuring the wonderful views as the main walkers got 
to Porlock, whilst the rest of us patronised local tea rooms and pubs!   
  
Dave Jupp (social secretary) organised a visit to the Silk Mill at 
Whitchurch, preceded by a circular walk via Freefolk and 
Laverstoke.  The rain came down near the end , but the sandwiches, 
tea and coffee were very welcome to the walkers and those who had 
come just for the guided tour. A very successful outing, thanks Dave. 
  
Don't forget to come and celebrate our 20th Birthday in October. 
Best Wishes, Eve Peckham(Chairperson) 
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The Ramblers’ Association’s  main charitable purpose is broadly, 
to promote walking and as many of you will know, we receive 
from Ramblers Association an allowance each year to cover the 
costs of Eastleigh Group’s promotion of walking -mainly the 
Programme and Newsletter costs. This allowance together with 
small profits from Social Events has built up over the years and 
we now have reserves that exceed considerably our expenditure on 
the promotion of walking. Ramblers HQ are becoming reluctant to 
provide funds to Groups that have surplus cash and the your 
committee is currently considering the best way forward that is in 
the interests of Eastleigh Group, its members and the Ramblers’ 
Association overall charitable purpose.   
 
It was decided at the Executive Committee meeting held on 4th 
June 2008 to offer £1500 to Hampshire County Council as a 
contribution towards bringing Footpath No 4 West End back into a 
fit state for use and to spend up to £200 on the Group’s 20th 
birthday celebrations in October 2008. 
 
Bob Battle, Group Treasurer 
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In the April 2007 Newsletter I indicated that I was proposing to 
organise a walk along the southern 80-mile section of the Offa’s 
Dyke. 23 people expressed an interest but only 4 finally took up 
the challenge. Between 21- 27 June 2008 Bob Battle, Peter 
Benham, David Bond, Carol Bradbeer and myself walked the 
route and below is a picture taken at the top of Hatterall Hill on 
the 15.3-mile traverse of the Black Mountains. We based 
ourselves in Abergavenny and used two cars to shuttle along the 
route. The weather was good for walking and the route was very 
scenic and well maintained with lots of gates replacing the stiles 
for which the route is famous. Richard Kenchington 
 

 
 

OFFA’S DYKE ASSOCIATION WEB SITE 
http://www.offasdyke.demon.co.uk 
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http://www.dorset-ramblers.co.uk/jubileeguide1.htm�
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The series of coach based walks from Bokerley Dyke on the 
Hampshire border to Forde Abbey on the Somerset border reaches 
both its conclusion and climax in the Autumn Programme and even if 
you were not in at the start of the walk (pictured to right) they 
represent a convenient and economic way of enjoying an excellent 
days walking in the hills of West Dorset on a route well-devised by 
the Dorset Area of the RA. 

Saturday 23 August 2008 A356 near Lower Kingcombe via North 
Poorton, Mapperton, Stoke Abbott to Four Ashes 11.5 miles 

For those who are not able to walk this distance there is an 
opportunity and alternative to spend the day in Dorchester, which 
has much to offer as visitors’ attractions. At  http://www.visit-
dorchester.co.uk you get download a copy of their visitors 
guide. 

Monday 25 August 2008 Four Ashes via  Pilsdon Hill (picture 
from summit to right) , Coles Cross, Thorncombe, to Forde 
Abbey 7 miles with visit to Forde Abbey and gardens.  

Again as an alternative you can spend the day at Forde Abbey, as 
the coach will go there after the walking party has been dropped 
off at Four Ashes. http://www.fordeabbey.co.uk will give 
you all the information that you need or you can write for 
information to Forde Abbey, Chard, Somerset. TA20 4LU or 
telephone  01460 220231. 

HOW TO BOOK  The price of £13 per trip includes travel by 
coach from pickup points in Eastleigh Borough to the start of the 
walk and the return travel from the end of the section to the same 
points. To book please send a cheque made payable to "Walk the 
World Limited" at 2 Pavilion Close, Fair Oak, Hampshire SO50 
7PS. No refunds will be possible. Subject to seat availability 
bookings will be accepted up to the day prior to departure. The 
published itinerary is subject to change if there is bad weather or 
travel delay. Participants must be equipped with normal rambling 
wet and cold weather clothing.  You can e-mail the Company on 
WalktheWorld@aol.com (Company Registration No. 3847752). 
Telephone 02380693655 REMEMBER TO PROVIDE YOUR 
NAME(S) ADDRESS POSTCODE TELEPHONE 
NUMBER  AND E-MAIL ADDRESS AND INDICATE THE 
TRIP YOU ARE BOOKING FOR. (If applicable) please indicate 
whether you are a member of a Group of the Ramblers' 
Association.  5% of the price will be offered to the Ramblers' 
Association through advertising 

The coach will pick up at 7.20 at the bus stop near the church at 
Botley called "Botley C of E School" Bus Stop - westbound side; 
7.32 Westbound bus lay-by in Lower Northam Road, Hedge End 
opposite Cotswold Camping; 7.41 Northbound side of road 
outside Southampton Parkway Station (rail connection); 7.45 
Eastleigh Bus Station -coach pickup point (for those who need to 
use a bus or rail to join); 7.49 Leigh Road - bus stop near Civic 
Offices; 7.53 Bus stop on Northbound side of Bournemouth Road, 
Chandlers Ford just north of junction with Leigh Road; 7.56 
Northbound at Fryern Arcade, Chandlers Ford; 8.01 Allbrook Hill 
at southbound lay-by at southern end of link from M3; Then it is 
onto the M3 and on to the start of the walk. 
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After the coach trip to Nether Stowey on the Friday we had an early 
picnic on this 7.5-mile walk over green hills and through trees in lush 
green leaf. Flowers were abundant with yellow Primroses, Archangel, 
Celandine and Tormentil; white patches of Stitchwort, Wood Sorrel 
and May blossom plus purple Bluebells, Violets and Speedwells. A 
mocking Cuckoo cheered a sudden shower with thunder. 
 
The Holiday Inn at Taunton was very clean, safe and had cheerful 
service and good food plus sports facilities and pool. 
 
On Saturday we walked 11 miles, and cheered the steam train. Farms 
had yellow Buttercup meadows and varied crops, with some white 
Field Pansies, while Stitchwort and Red Campion embroidered the 
banks along tracks. We trudged up and down along “fairy glens” of 
Hart’s Tongue and feathery ferns on steep sides, along wet stony 
paths to Bluebells and mosses under Hazel trees. This area has the 
most attractive villages I have ever seen, or red sandtone, bricks or 
painted pink and white with many thatched buildings and gorgeous 
cottage gardens. Honey Buzzards called and soared over steep hills 
scattered with sheep, one field of which were GINGER. 
 
Sunday was misty. After early rain we were pleased to be welcomed  
at the Royal Oak. It had stone floors, so boots could stay on whew! 
The paths were muddy the clouds stayed down so we missed some of 
the views and finding a gap in Beech trees was difficult with the trees 
not visible! BUT Alan Saunders, Dave Sansome and others were 
shouting out “insults” in all directions to hearty laughter all round.  
 
Monday was wet all the 9 miles. We sloshed through gritty puddles, 
through a rocky stream then mud to a RAGING BROWN 
TORRENT. There was no safe crossing so we went back under the 
dripping trees and crossed the stream lower down via a road bridge. 
After red muddy tracks we walked along a boundary bank planted 
with Beeches where wind had smashed swaying branches to leafless 
clubs, which aimed at our bent backs like Harry Potter’s “Wamping 
Willow Tree”. 
 
I was already laughing, but I appreciated this! After this we crossed a 
peat covered moor RUNNING with black streams (paths) with lovely 
squishy bogs between. We went down to “OH NO” another raging 
brown cascade. HORROR! Happily Dave Shepherd found a tree 
growing out of the waters. Several strong men helped me over and I 
was pulled up the far bank. RELIEF! 
 
I was wet and cold and struggled to re-tie my laces. After a quick 
picnic under dripping trees (I stuffed down cookies and squash) we 
headed on up paths running with water. I hurried to keep up front, and 
soon got warm. Then we went down through large trees with lashing 
rain and wind. Dave Shepherd held a gate. Some of us went through – 
ker-ack-ack-ack – crack CRASH! A huge Oak branch fell near Dave 
as he watched out for others. 
 
Well all of us adults wanted to walk, the ones who did not, stayed on 
the coach. 
 
For myself, I really enjoyed it all – struggling but laughing most of 
the way. 
 
This was one of the best adventures I have ever had! The wild side of  

Exmoor was very impressive. On the coach I struggled into dry 
socks and shoes and drank my flask of coffee down fast and soon 
warmed up. 
 
Dave and Lynne Shepherd are very caring leaders, often ignoring 
their own discomfort to help others. 
 
BRAVO! And THANK YOU from Carol Bradbeer 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER  
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, 

SECTION 257  
PARAGRAPH 1 OF SCHEDULE 14  

EASTLEIGH BOROUGH COUNCIL FOOTPATH 
NO 8 HEDGE END  

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2008  
 
The above order was made on 6th June 2008. The effect of the 
order will be to divert part of the public footpath No 8 Hedge End 
which runs through Dowd’s Farm from OS Grid Reference 4855 
1413 Botley Road to Shamblehurst Lane 4941 1475. The part 
affected is from a point approximately 120 metres north-eastwards 
from its junction with footpath No 10 Hedge End point ‘A’ on the 
Map (approximately Grid Reference 489 146) and north east-
wards for a distance of approximately 36 metres point ‘B’ on the 
Map, and create an alternative 3 metre wide footpath commencing 
from a point approximately 120 metres north-eastwards from its 
junction with footpath No 10 Hedge End point ‘A’ on the Map, 
running in a generally south east-wards direction for 15 metres, 
then turning north-eastwards for 34 metres to rejoin the existing 
footpath at Point ‘B’ on the Map a total distance of 49 metres as 
shown on the order map. The Order and the map can be viewed at 
http://www.eastleigh.gov.uk/ebc-3811  
 
The northern two thirds of Footpath No 8 Hedge End is the subject 
of a temporary closure order made by Hampshire County Council 
until 4 August 2008 to enable housing redevelopment and the 
construction of a new school to take place. Apart from the section 
the subject of this Order the path will remain unaltered by the 
redevelopment. 
 
The Order was objected to by the Eastleigh Group of the 
Ramblers’ Association on the grounds that the initial 
advertisements did not allow the minimum period of 28 days for 
the public to object to the Order. This resulted in the Order being 
correctly readvertised.  The Eastleigh Group had no objection to 
all other aspects of the Order. 
 
Any representation about or objection to the order had to be sent 
or delivered in writing addressed to A R Ward Head of Legal & 
Democratic Services, Eastleigh Borough Council, Civic Offices, 
Leigh Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 9YN not later than 8 July 
2008 stating the grounds on which it is made. If no such 
representations or objections are duly made, or if any so made are 
withdrawn, Eastleigh Borough Council may itself confirm the 
order as an unopposed order. If the order is sent to the Secretary of 
State for the Environment for confirmation any representations or 
objections, which have not been withdrawn, will be sent with the 
order. Richard Kenchington, Footpath Secretary 5 July 2008 


